
On August 16th, we gathered in the sanctuary to kick off our new education year under the 

theme, "Thy Strong Word." The theme of God's Word seemed especially fitting this year, as in October 

we will celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's 95 Theses and the beginning of the Reforma-

tion. It was in God's written Word, the Bible, that Luther discovered the world-altering truth about 

grace. 

 

Martin Franzmann's hymn, "Thy Strong Word" (Lutheran Service Book #578) beautifully and 

poetically describes the power of God's Word. Verse one declares: “THY STRONG WORD DID CLEAVE 

THE DARKNESS; AT THY SPEAKING IT WAS DONE.” This line is a reference to creation, when God spoke the 

light into existence, breaking (or cleaving) the darkness with the words: “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). 

It was the Word of God which first put our universe into motion. 

 

Verse two then takes us to the Word made flesh (John 1:14), God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus: “LO, ON THOSE 

WHO DWELT IN DARKNESS, DARK AS NIGHT AND DEEP AS DEATH, BROKE THE LIGHT OF THY SALVATION,” a 

reference to Isaiah 9, which the gospel writer Matthew applies to the ministry of Jesus, bringing God’s 

light to a world in darkness. Christ is called the “Word of God” because, as he tells his disciples, “The 

words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 

his work” (John 14:10). 

 

In verse three, God’s strong Word “BESPEAKS US RIGHTEOUS.” We are forgiven, redeemed, and “BRIGHT 

WITH [GOD’S] OWN HOLINESS,” not because of anything that we have done, but simply because God says 

so. The Word of the Lord does what it says. When God says “Let there be light,” there is light! When God 

says you are forgiven and made part of the Lord’s family, you are! 

 

Verse four again reminds us that it is in Jesus that we see God’s “WISDOM SHINING.” All the fullness of 

God dwells in Jesus and it is “FROM THE CROSS” that God’s love, life and light are given to us. Through 

Christ’s sacrifice, the gifts of God are freely offered. 

 

In verse five, the hymn-writer asks that this powerful Word would be spoken through us, with “LIPS TO 

SING THY GLORY,” “TONGUES THY MERCY TO PROCLAIM,” “THROATS THAT SHOUT THE HOPE THAT FILLS US,” 

and “MOUTHS TO SPEAK THY HOLY NAME.” As children of the King, we are given the mission to share 

God’s strong Word, to share Jesus, with the world. 

 

Throughout our days, we will hear many different words from many different places: the bravado of 

earthly rulers, the raging of the nations, the lies of the devil, the temptations of the flesh, the voices of 

worry, fear or shame. But only one Word is always trustworthy and true: “The grass withers and the 

flowers fade, but the Word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 40:8). This year we celebrate God’s 

mighty Word, which is reforming us, challenging us, speaking to us and through us still to-

day. In our worship, daily Bible reading, Sunday school classes, Bible studies, devotions and conversa-

tions, the Lord works powerfully. 

 

“Your Word is a lamp for [our] feet and a light for [our] path  (Psalm 119:105). 
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Prayers 
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization   
Recently included in prayers:  Ashley Arneson, Greg Catchpool, Ruth Durre, Grace Eckhardt, Melba Orte-

gren, Cerenity Mae Powell.  We continue our prayers for:  Dan Barber, Brittany Barnes, Jim Bohrer, 

Marge Booth, Kiley Chandler, Dan Dean, Joann Domeier, Terry Dunbar, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim 

Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Jerry Jacobsen, Janet Janssen, Bev Johnson, 

Ed Jungck, Betty (Gene) Kort, Kande Lindberg, Lavern Muhleisen, Royal Miller, Briella Kay Nissen, Craig 

Parnell, Elaine Petersen, Larry Reimnitz, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Trista Williams, Joel 

Zuellner.  
 

► In Sympathy    
We pray for Vicki Fisher at the death of her mother and for Doug McCartney at the death of his aunt. 

May ALL those who mourn the loss of a loved one be comforted in God’s resurrection promise made through 

His son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

► Births & Baptisms   
We give thanks with Lindsay Sharp & Stone Powell at the birth of a daughter and with Will & Laura 

(nee: Schutte) Lundy at the birth of a son. And through the waters of Holy Baptism we have welcomed these 

children into the family of faith:  Kinsley Jo Brooks, daughter of Lexi Anderson & Jake Brooks; Kamden 

Ray Lightner, son of Shateyah Lightner; and Stella Ann Jones, daughter of Heather & Adam Jones. 
 

► Marriage  
God’s blessings on the marriages of Jenna Grabill & Miles Steen and Becca Whitcomb-Littleton & Sam 

Johnson. We pray that each of these couples celebrate a lifetime of joy as they grow together with Christ at 

the center of their family.                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                  ********* 
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   FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY 

   Faith in Action, an intentional day of service to our community, is set for Sun., October 1st.    

  We are asking you to share your ideas!  Is there a need in our community that you are passionate  

  about or hold dear to your heart? Would you like to help get others involved?  Would you like  

  to utilize grant money to help out the cause? Then, contact DCE Wade Johnson to add your mission  

  to this intentional day of service. 

 

SPECIAL MISSIONS FUND 

Each year the Church Council budgets an amount to be used for Special Mission Projects.  

Over the past 12 years we have donated to projects like Camp Luther, Concordia Seminary, 

Crossroads, Goodfellows, Habitat for Humanity, Heifer International, Kids Against Hunger, 

Kindle, LLL Radio Broadcast, Mission trips to TX, KS, and Nicaragua.  Open Table, and 

Orphan Grain Train, just to name a few.  In 2017, $2000 has been designated for Open Table.  This leaves a 

little over $4000 yet to designate in 2017.  Please direct any suggestion to the Board of Lay Ministry or a staff 

member.  We would welcome your input. 

 

THE PARISH NEWS, our church’s monthly newsletter leaves for the post office on the last Tuesday (before 

the last Friday) of each month in the hope that it will arrive in your mailbox by the 1st of each new month.  If 

you have information to include in our newsletters please have it to the church office before the 15th of the 

month.  Thank you! 

 

THE WEBSITE is available to be sponsored any month throughout the end of the year.  For a one month 

sponsorship of $40 our church’s information is available to more people and places than one can even imag-

ine!  We strive to keep it current and up-to-date.  If you’ve not had a chance to look at our website (lately or 

ever), make sure to check it out at www.afamilyoffaith.com, and then if you like what you see call the church. 



 

 Just a Reminder 

                                                              More News & Notes 
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            BOOK GROUP  
     September 14, 7:00pm      

     at Dally’s Deli - South St. 

 

         The Unlikely Pilgrimage  

                of Harold Fry  
                           by Rachel Joyce 

 

 

“The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry” is not just a 

book about lost love.  It is about all the wonderful 

everyday things Harold discovers through the mere 

process of putting one foot in front of the other.  

                   — Reviewed by the New York Times 

Church Clean-up 
Scheduled 

YOU are encouraged to 

join others from Faith for 

a fall clean-up scheduled 

for Saturday, Sept. 30.  

Work will begin at 8:00am and be done by noon.  

They are planning a variety of outdoor tasks, as 

well as some inside.  You might like to bring 

work gloves and yard tools if you have them.  All 

ages welcome! 

SCRIPTURE & SNACKS 
Our church continues to read through the entire Bible in 2017. It isn’t too late to join us on 

our journey through the daily reading of the Bible plan; even if you haven’t been reading 

along you are still welcome to come and participate in our discussions. The September Scrip-

ture & Snack date is scheduled for September 24, 4pm here at the home of Jeff & Jacquie 

Bachman.  Everyone is invited! 

 

SERVICE/THEME BASKET AUCTION 

The Chestnut Corner Bazaar will again be sponsoring the Service/Theme Basket Auction.  We are looking for 

members of the congregation to donate a “service/talent” or “theme basket.”  Service ideas 

may include, but are not limited to: homemade meals, bread, cinnamon rolls, cookies, ice 

cream, fishing trips, bird watching, tutoring, etc.  Basket ideas can go on and on!  Septem-

ber 10 and 17 will be the days you can sign up in the forum to donate a tal-

ent/service or theme basket.  Then watch the October newsletter for a list of all ser-

vices/talents and baskets that will be auctioned.  Bidding will begin on October 22, in the 

forum and end on November 11, the day of the bazaar.  This year’s proceeds will b e going 

to the Concordia Seminary Fund.  If you have any questions, please contact: Lisa Bulas, 402-984-9738.  We 

are excited for the family of Faith to enrich each other with their talents! 

Priscilla Circle will meet on September 5 at 

1:00 here at the church.  Marlyce Brown will have 

the devotion.  Anyone interested in being a part of 

this women’s group speak with Wyoma DeVries or 

call the church office. 

      

                Thank You            
           Notes 
 

THANK YOU to Judy Finnigsmier, Patti 

Hinrikus, and Kathy Johnson for sharing 

their time and skills in providing beautifully 

cross-stitched baptism stoles to everyone bap-

tized here at Faith! Our church family is truly 

blessed through the dedication of these ladies. 
                                
THANKS TO ALL those who give food and non-

perishables to our local food pantry.  Two gro-

cery carts, one in the forum and one in the 

back of the church nave, continue to stand 

ready to accept your donations.  A special 

thank you to Ken Young who tallies up all of 

the items in the carts, packs it up, and takes it 

down to the Food Pantry every month! 



         

 

Soul Patrol Faith in Action 

“Pre” Open Table setup will 

be Wednesday, Sept. 27th 

from 7:30-8 in the fellow-

ship hall. See you there!!! 
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The Education Page, with a complete 
list of detailed class descriptions, is on the 
yellow insert included in this newsletter.  
Check it out!  

Sunday School offerings continue, 

through September, to be 

designated to our Compas-

sion Child, Freddy Victorio 

Sanchez- Sanchez from 

Nicaragua. Read all about 

Freddy in the yellow educa-

tion insert found in this newsletter. 
Join us each  

Sunday as we dig into 
God’s Word! We have 
classes for all ages… 
see the details in the  

yellow Education insert. 

Kids & 

Teens 

The Colorado service trip participants 

thank you for your support and prayers. Dur-

ing their week of service they stained bunk 

beds, cleared new horse trails, and assisted Be-

thesda Home campers. 
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“ In the same way 

your Father in 

heaven is not  

willing that any 

of these little ones 

should be lost.”.”   

              -- Matthew 18:14 
 

                        September 2017 

 

 

 

   

  

       
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

      September Verse of the Month → 

 

                   Matthew 18:14 

 

[Jesus said] “In the same way your Father in 

heaven is not willing that any of these little 

ones should be lost.” 

 
 

These words come just after Jesus has told a parable 

about a man who has a flock of one hundred sheep, 

but leaves 99 of them to search after one who has 

wandered away. Jesus’ words give us a window into 

the heart of our God, a God who cares deeply about 

each and every person. Our God does not want any 

to be lost, but loves the whole world. Who are the 

“little ones” in your life? The people who might be 

easy to overlook, ignore or forget about? Jesus cares 

about even for the “least of these.” God grant that 

we might share the same love and concern for the 

little ones in our lives. 

 

 
            

 

     

       UNITED HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

       Sat. Sept.  16, 9:30-11:30 am 

        Annex Building at 7th & Hastings 

Open to any one needing food. Bring sacks/boxes. 
                    Volunteers are needed to help! 
 
SIMULCAST EVENT 
Beth Moore will be broadcasting a special one-day 

event on Saturday, September 16, 8:30-3:15 at 

Third City Christian Church in Grand Island..   

Ladies, this is a wonderful opportunity for fellow-

ship, worship, and learning.  Individual tickets are 

$25 or $150  for a table). The ticket price includes 

snacks, beverages, chocolate, and lunch.  

***Tickets can be purchased at 

www.thirdcitychristian.org/LPL or call us at 308-

384-5038.  Hope to see you there! 
 

 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP –  
A Caregiver Support group meets the 1st & 3rd 

Wednesdays of each month from 12:30-1:30pm at 

the Golden Friendship Center located at 509 South 

Bellevue Ave. This group provides varying degrees 

of support to a parent, a spouse, or a child.  The 

only requirement is that either the caregiver or the 

person being cared for is sixty years of age or older.  

For more information call Chris Ballou at 402-463-

4439.  

 ZION SCHOOL NOTES 

 Zion school collects Box Tops all year long.  

Please bring Box Tops to the 

church office or place them in the 

box outside room 101. The Al-

len’s & Russ’s receipts pro-

gram will begin soon with re-

ceipts dated September 1, 2017 - 

February 24, 2018. They can also 

be brought to the church office or placed in the 

box.  Thanks to everyone who is taking the time 

to help Zion School!  And special thanks to the 

Jabs family for being Zion’s representatives 

here at Faith. 

 

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is sponsoring “Foster 

Stories”, a dinner/program event geared to help 

answer your questions about foster parenting.  

This event takes place on Thurs, Sept. 21 at 

Northridge Assembly of God, 3025 Independent 

Ave., Grand Island, NE.  Please RSVP to  

fosterstories.org or call 402.421.KIDS (5437) 

 

CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE/HASTINGS 

LITERACY PROGRAM is offering some free 

classes (Math I & II, Reading I & II, and Eng-

lish as a Second Language.) For more informa-

tion call 402.463.7323.  
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We invite you to join us each Sunday! 
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 

Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM 

 

Return Service Requested 

2017 Church Council 

Chairman:  Doug Koopman          Vice Chairman:  Dan Klammer 

Treasurer:  Adam Jacobitz              Recording Secretary:  Carol Loetterle 

Board of Education: Tarin Wademan, Patty Ocker, Becky Hamik 

Board of Evangelism:  Lois Janssen, Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs 

Board of Family Life:  Jenny Sidlo, Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt 

Board of Finance: Rick & Deb Runyan, Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young,  

                                         Scott Hansen, Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel 

Board of Lay Ministry:  Cole Bulas, Tim Uden, Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, 

                Ron Haase, Becky Schutte 

Board of Trustees:  Eileen Saathoff, Doug Ahrens, Donna Alber, Dan Michel, 

               John Thom, Jeff Grabill 

Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Vacant 

Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church 
Office – 462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

(includes all email addresses) 

 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

463-8670 (Home) 

 

Vicki Fisher, D.C.E. 

462-0194 (Home) 
 

Support Staff 

 

Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

Angiie Nissen, Custodian 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

 2017 

http://www.aFamilyofFaith.com

